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hitherto abortive manoeuvre and so abandon the
last prospect of success. There was, however,
one journalist, the only individual, besides those
concerned, who was acquainted with the facts, who,
without giving the facts away, removed the mis-
understanding.

But in the meantime the risk had become obvious,
and it was decided that an official communication to
France could no longer be postponed. The Note,
which was despatched to Paris on 9th February, was
indeed accompanied by a request for strict secrecy.
In this case, too, it seemed as though the move would
be a fruitless one. Herriot locked the Note up in his
private drawer, discussed it a few days later con-
fidentially with his more intimate colleagues, but
refrained from considering the offer at an open meeting
of the Cabinet, and declined to be hurried into a hasty
answer. Chamberlain was less reserved than his
French colleague. The German communication was, he
said, " unwise and premature," and he intimated that
his reply should be conveyed to Stresemann. When
the Foreign Minister read this observation he was
seized by one of his sudden though evanescent attacks
of rage* He snatched at the telephone receiver and
asked the English Ambassador to come and see him.
With a disarming smile d'Abernon entered the room.
".He comes in bright and beaming, and behaves as if
nothing had happened/7 said Stresemann later to his
colleagues. What most annoyed him was the school-
masterly tone of the reply. He saw before him
Sir Austen Chamberlain's upraised forefinger, and he
decided to drop the whole affair without more ado.
" I fight my colleagues in the Cabinet and positively